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material is discovered before the question of the original can receive 
a satisfactory solution; this, however, does not detract from the 
value of the distinct service which Gierach has rendered to the 
further study of Hartmann's works by this edition of the AH. and 
the explanatory article in the ZfdA., the second part of which is 
still to be published. 

Ernst H. Mensel. 
Smith College. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY, by Dr. 
Harold Hoffding, Professor of Philosophy, at the University of 
Copenhagen, trans., by Charles Finley Sanders, Professor of 
Philosophy at Pennsylvania College, 1913, p. 324. 

The translation of Professor Hoffding's two volume work on the 
history of modern philosophy in 1900 was a noteworthy contribu- 
tion to the philosophical literature of the English-reading world. 
Merz, in his latest volume on The History of European Thought 
in the Nineteenth Century says of this history "It is, so far, the 
only work on the subject written from an international point of 
view. " This is but one of its merits. Another is due to Hoffding's 
conviction that the natural method of learning what philosophy 
really is, is the study of its history. That the history of philosophy 
is "a part of the general history of culture"; that "philosophical 
ideas are symptoms of the direction in which the spiritual develop- 
ment of the age is tending"; that "the leading problems of modern 
philosophy are determined precisely by the fact that modern natural 
science has arisen"; — are dominant conceptions, presented in a 
form which commands admiration for the comprehensive scholar- 
ship of the work, and which make the history of philosophy interest- 
ing reading. 

The present volume is a translation of a briefer book on the 
subject, published in German in 1905, under the title Lehrbuch der 
Geschichte der Neueren Philosophie. In the preface of that edi- 
tion, the author describes the book as "eine deutsche Bearbeitung 
einer kurzen Ubersicht tiber die Geschichte der neueren Philoso- 
phie, die ich bei meinem propaedeutischen Kursus an der hiesigen 
Universitat gebrauche. " 

The treatment of the subject as regards outlines and divisions, 
titles of books and chapters, is much the same in both works. In 
both, also, the introduction is devoted to a brief statement of the 
four main problems of philosophy in which, as our author interprets 
it, all philosophical investigation centers — the problems of "knowl- 
edge," "existence," " estimation of worth," and "consciousness." 
A fuller explanation of Hoffding's position with reference to these 
problems may be found in his Problems of Philosophy, published 
in 1905. 
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The briefer history is essentially the larger one condensed, with 
much omitted that makes the latter interesting. In fact, it may be 
characterized as a syllabus, and should serve as a convenient book 
of reference for names, dates and the leading conceptions in philo- 
sophical literature from Cusanus to William James. As a text- 
book, it is likely to be dry reading — as textbooks in the history of 
philosophy usually are. 

A "chronology of the chief works in philosophy," adds much to 
the usefulness of the book. 

University of Illinois. Arthur H. Daniels. 



A RE-INTERPRETATION OF GERMANIC ANTIQUITY.* 

In the ninth volume of this Journal (1910, pp. 269-278) I pub- 
lished a somewhat extensive discussion of Vilhelm Gronbech's 
first volume of the above series, expressing some anticipations 
with regard to the remaining volumes. Within an amazingly 
short time the three volumes announced have appeared which, 
considering only their bulk of together ca. 610 large pages, is 
an astonishing performance; but doubly remarkable through their 
closely reasoned and altogether original contents which entirely 
bear out the high expectations then entertained. 

In letting pass before his mind the profusion of new ideas unfolded 
in these volumes your reviewer more than ever regrets that they 
will practically be beyond the reach of all but Scandinavian stu- 
dents of Germanic antiquity; the difficulty being not only their 
Danish dress, but also the curiously individual style — I may 
almost say, idiom — which betrays unmistakable influence, whether 
direct or indirect, of Soren Kierkegaard; still is entirely Gron- 
bech's own. As was remarked concerning the first volume, noth- 
ing short of a complete translation could give a fair idea of the 
contents, for the reason that no new information is offered here, 
but rather the interpretation of things known but not sufficiently 
understood in their bearings, their emotional and ethnic contents. 
It is a subtle running commentary on the grievously misunder- 
stood text of Germanic Antiquity. Nor is it conveniently sum- 
marized by chapter headings or by paragraphs, not being written 
as a textbook, or handbook, or any other kind of professorial 
schoolbook; but, rather, as a vast rumination, carried on with 
great breadth of vision, and backed up by an astounding learning. 
Let then what is said in the following be taken rather by way 
of suggestion than as a summary. 

*Vor Folketzt i Oldtiden. {Our race in Antiquity). Vilhelm Gr^nbech: V. 
Pio, Copenhagen. Udgivet med Underst^ttelse af Carlsberg-Fondet. 
Vol. I: Lykkemand Og Niding. (1909) Vol. II: Midgaard og Menneskelivet. 
(1912) Vol. Ill: Hellighed og Helligdom. (1912) Vol. IV: Menneskelivet og 
Guderne. (1912) 



